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Distinguished Service Award: 
This award recognizes significant contributions and outstanding service to the MTT-S and the microwave profession over a sustained period of time. This 
year’s recipient  is James Rautio.

James Rautio
“In recognition of a distinguished record of service to the MTT Society and the microwave profession over a sustained period of time”

James C.Rautio received a BSEE from Cornell in 1978, a MS Systems Engineering from University of Pennsylvania in 1982, and 
Ph.D. in electrical engineering from Syracuse University in 1986. From 1978 to1986, he worked for GeneralElectric, first at the 
Valley Forge Space Division,then at the Syracuse Electronics Laboratory. At this time he developed microwave design and mea-
surement software, and designed microwave circuits on Alumina and on GaAs. From1986 to 1988, he was a visiting professor at 
Syracuse University and at Cornell. In1988 he went full time with Sonnet Software, acompany he had founded in1983. In1995, 
Sonnet was listed on the Inc. 500 list of the fastest growing privately held US companies, the first microwave software com-
pany ever to be so listed. Today, Sonnet is the leading vendor of 3-D planar high frequency electromagnetic analysis software. 
Dr.Rautio was elected a fellow of the IEEE in 2000 and received the IEEE MTT Microwave Application Award in 2001.


